
 
 

 

REC Group increases solar energy access through Honnold 
Foundation partnership 

Collaboration to help bring affordable rooftop solar to underserved communities and 
promote energy autonomy 

 

 

 

 

Cary Hayes, REC Group Americas president (left), and Alex Honnold with the REC Alpha solar panel 

 

San Mateo, California, November 7, 2019 – REC Group, an international pioneering solar 
energy company, has announced a new partnership with the Honnold Foundation, a solar energy 
foundation started by noted environmentalist and famed rock climber Alex Honnold, to promote 
solar for a more equitable world. The two organizations will collaborate to provide communities 
with greater access to renewable energy sources, reduced carbon emissions and energy 
autonomy. 

“REC is committed to empowering all communities through access to clean energy,” said REC 
Group Americas president, Cary Hayes. “Our partnership with the Honnold Foundation allows us 
to make a direct, positive impact on low income families by helping to reduce their electricity bills 
through solar.”  

The collaboration has already resulted in tangible benefits for homeowners. In August, REC 
Group donated 145 panels, for a total of 50 kW, to be installed on low income Detroit residences 
through its partnership with the Honnold Foundation. REC Group and the Honnold Foundation 
worked with the North End Woodward Community Coalition (NEWCC), a non-profit committed to 
preserving and promoting the communities of the North End Woodward district of Detroit, to 
identify the right homes for the solar systems.  

With the addition of solar, 10 multi-generational Detroit families can expect to offset their electricity 
bills by approximately 50% and use the money they saved to better provide for their families. REC, 
NEWCC and the Honnold Foundation captured the project in a moving documentary, “Solar 
Detroit: Community Powered,” available to view here. 

“NEWCC is doing really amazing solar energy access work in Detroit, and it was awesome to be 
able to support them,” said Honnold Foundation founder, Alex Honnold. “This project supports 
low income families and increases solar energy adoption. It was great working with REC on this 
project, and we’re excited for the next one.”  

https://youtu.be/s_tBmA4ofs0
https://youtu.be/s_tBmA4ofs0


 
 

 

Through this effort, REC Group is working to provide its most innovative products to the 
communities that need them the most. The solar manufacturer with Scandinavian heritage 
donated its newest line of solar panels, the REC Alpha Series, to three of the ten homes. The 
REC Alpha Series is a high power, high efficiency solar panel using heterojunction technology to 
provide 20% more energy than would be produced by a similar conventional solar panel in the 
same space. Heterojunction is the most advanced commercialized solar technology in the market 
today. 

The Detroit project is the first of a growing venture between Honnold Foundation and REC Group 
to expand accessibility of solar to communities around the country. REC Group is continuing its 
work with the Honnold Foundation, with an upcoming project in conjunction with electric adventure 
vehicle maker Rivian, to establish a solar micro-grid to power downtown businesses in Adjuntas, 
Puerto Rico. 

Visit usa.recgroup.com to learn more about the solar panels being installed in the U.S.  

 

For U.S. media inquiries please contact: 
Melissa Watson 
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Tel.: +49 89 4 42 38 59 39 
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About REC Group: 
Founded in Norway in 1996, REC Group is a leading vertically integrated solar energy company. 
Through integrated manufacturing from silicon to wafers, cells, high-quality panels and extending 
to solar solutions, REC Group provides the world with a reliable source of clean energy. REC’s 
renowned product quality is supported by the lowest warranty claims rate in the industry. REC 
Group is a Bluestar Elkem company with headquarters in Norway and operational headquarters 
in Singapore. REC Group employs around 2,000 people worldwide, producing 1.5 GW of solar 
panels annually. 

Find out more at recgroup.com and on  
   

 

 
About Honnold Foundation: 
The Honnold Foundation envisions a world where all people have equal access to opportunity 
and live in balance with the environment. We believe in solar as a proven, environmentally sound 
solution to global energy poverty, and we award grants to bold and ethical organizations driving 
innovation in the solar industry. 
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